
LIVING

In her Budapest apartment, Nanushka designer 
Sandra Sandor turns an open space into a 
sentimental midcentury home.  
By Brianna Kovan

LOFTY AMBITION

 Sandor wears 
a caftan from 

Nanushka with 
her own jeans.
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“In a loft like this, you have two 
rooms with fixed functions: 
the kitchen and the bathroom,” 
says Hungarian designer Sandra 
Sandor, 35, of her 1,400-square-
foot Budapest loft, located on a 
leafy residential stretch along 
the Danube. “The rest of the 
space can easily be rearranged.” 
When Sandor and her boyfriend, 
Peter Baldaszti—the CEO of 
her minimalist line, Nanushka 
(carried stateside at independent 
boutiques such as Brooklyn’s 
Concrete + Water)—moved 
into the apartment in a former 
World War I field hospital last 
November, they did just that. The 
couple arranged and rearranged 
locally sourced furniture, then 
added smaller personal touches, 
like a Moroccan rug draped 
across a kitchen bench and 
a 1970s Slim Aarons print of 
poolside Marbella, Spain, which 
hangs above their bed. This fall, 
they’ll launch a new concept 
store to complement Nanushka’s 
flagship Budapest location, 
featuring jewelry, textiles, and 
ceramics from fellow Eastern 
European artists.

Loft life means minimal closet space. Sandor 
maximizes storage opportunities through 

überpractical pieces, like a midcentury metal 
shelf unit (right), which houses her eclectic 

ceramic tableware. “[The furniture] has to be 
functional,” she says of the space’s decorating 

challenges. “It’s not only about aesthetics.”

Sandor’s three-year-
old Bedlington terrier, 
Ginie, atop a velvet-and-
rosewood antique bench. 

A portable panel-
cum-bookshelf 
sections off the 
bedroom from the 
living area.

Sandor lounges in a 
leather and burl-wood 
armchair. (Hungary is 
known for its deco and 
midcentury finds.)

A tin bathtub (which came 
with the apartment) at the 

base of the bed, flanked 
by a banana tree from 

Baldaszti’s mother. “At 
first, I couldn’t imagine 

using the tub, but I really 
enjoy it during the autumn 

and winter,” Sandor says.

Ju
lie

n 
B

o
ud

et
 (

ha
ir 

a
nd

 m
a

ke
up

 b
y 

Es
zt

er
 M

a
g

ya
r)

238


