
“New York Fashion Week is totally 
different than in the other cities, 

because the schedule is so 
incredibly packed. New York is all 
about business. I don’t have time 
to be twiddling my thumbs. [In 
the morning] I’ll grab a bagel—

because I’m in New York, and 
I can—and then it’s a matter of 

running between shows and 
catching what beautiful, 
magic bits of New York I 
can in between. Generally, 
every single night there’ll 

be some sort of work dinner. 
If my team travels [with me], 
we tend to stay in the same 
hotel. You can travel in an 
‘Australian pack’ with other 

Australian titles, so we often 
travel with Harper’s Bazaar—

“If we’re 
having a meeting on 
my last day—I don’t 

even care if I know you 
very well—we’re going to 

Carbone. I’ll probably 
order for you.”

  Two hundred invite-only shows, 100,000-plus attendees, millions    
   of dollars. We check in with industry stalwarts about what makes 
(and breaks) the jam-packed, sleepless week. By Brianna Kovan

it’s pretty funny. And you can be  
more relaxed in New York than you 
can in Paris. There’s this element 
of polish in Paris, but in the last  
few years, all of a sudden f lats are 
cool. In New York, trainers are 
cool, and you can wear them in 
places where before you wouldn’t 
dream of wearing a f lat or a trainer. 
The weird thing is that even 
though you can be slightly more 
street in New York, when it comes 
to beauty, that’s not the case. In 
Paris, it’s about that French-girl 
slightly undone look. In New York, 
everybody has incredible blow-
dries and perfect makeup and 
nails. You’re running around, and 
you can look tired very quickly. I’ve 
always got eye drops in my bag to 
make sure that I kind of look awake 
despite jet lag, and a little bit of a 
cream bronzer or a cream blush to 
make me look alive.” 

looks like it comes from 
within, and this sinks in 
and gives the prettiest 
flush.”

Carbone 
181 Thompson Street  
212-254-3000
From linguini vongole to 
veal Parmesan, this Green-
wich Village gem balances 
a classic red-sauce Italian 
experience with the right 
amount of modern flash  
(a killer cocktail menu).

Red Hook Lobster Pound
16 Extra Place  
212-777-7225
This husband-and- 
wife–owned East  
Village hot spot uses 
Maine-sourced  
lobster for its famous  
lobster rolls and 
Downeast bisques.

ABC Kitchen
35 East 18th Street  
212-475-5829
Michelin-starred chef 
Jean-Georges Vonge-
richten treats diners to  
eclectic fare at his farm- 
to-table restaurant.

JUSTINE’S PICKS
Barneys New York
101 Seventh Avenue 
646-264-6400
In February, the iconic 
fashion hub reopened a 
flagship in its original 
Chelsea location. 

Best Made Company
36 White Street  
646-478-7092 
The TriBeCa camping 
store, which opened in 
2013, carries hand- 
painted axes and outdoor 
gear for the modern  
lumberjack.

Tom Ford bronzer
$80; tomford.com
“It’s the easiest pick-me-
up for a travel-fatigued 
complexion. It always looks 
natural and is easy to 
apply with your fingers 
in the back of an Uber.”

Stila Convertible 
Color lipstick  
and blush
$25; stilacosmetics.com
“I like makeup that 

Carbone

Best Made 
Company;  
Stila lipstick 
and blush (left)

Barneys  
New York

ABC 
Kitchen
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Multiple locations; santambroeus.com
This Milan-originated minichain, with three restaurants 
and two cafés in New York, is a Fashion Week necessity; 
just ask Colette Creative Director Sarah Andelman (“I 
always have to stop by SoHo’s Sant Ambroeus at some 
point”) or Leaf Greener (“My favorite dish is the cotoletta 
alla Milanese, a breaded veal with arugula and tomatoes”). 
Even locals, like ELLE U.S.’s own fashion team, are fans. 
“Sometimes there’s a gap between shows, and if the show’s 
in the West Village, Samira [Nasr], Joann [Pailey], and I end 
up at Sant Ambroeus,” says Maria Dueñas Jacobs. 

THE STAPLE: SANT AMBROEUS 

Bowery, you can have a 
meeting, but you’re go-
ing to bump into a lot of  
people. It’s a fun, high- 
energy place. If it’s a seri-
ous meeting, the Green-
wich [below] is very quiet, 
and it’s easier to talk.” 
—Claire Distenfeld, Owner, 
Fivestory boutique 
Rooms start around  
$555/night.

The Greenwich Hotel
377 Greenwich Street 
212-941-8900
Co-owned by Robert 
DeNiro, this TriBeCa bou-
tique hotel boasts, among 
other things, a discreet 
and secluded lounge, the 
Drawing Room. Rooms 
start around $625/night.

SHOP
Fivestory
18 East 69th Street  
212-288-1338 
Housed in an Upper East 
Side townhouse, Claire 
Distenfeld’s boutique 
carries high-end favorites 
like Balmain and Proenza 
Schouler alongside pieces 

from indie darlings. “It’s 
very personal, just like a 
home. That’s the luxury 
about it.” 
—Leaf Greener,  
Stylist and Consultant

Aedes Perfumery 
7 Greenwich Avenue  
212-206-8674
This 21-year-old shop was 
created to bring European 
perfumes, like Maître 
Parfumeur et Gantier and 
Thirdman, to an Ameri-
can market. “It’s a great 
place to pick up a gift—or 
make your hotel room feel 
a bit more like home.”
—Hallie Chrisman

The Kinfolk Store
94 Wythe Avenue  
Brooklyn; 347-689-4939
This Williamsburg-based 
menswear boutique car-
ries its own label (along 
with Bleu de Paname, 
Maharishi, Deluxe, and 
more) and a selection of 
accessories and home 
goods. “I like to wear 
menswear, so I always 

go to Brooklyn’s Kinfolk 
Store to buy joggers for my 
husband and me.”
—Anindita Saryuf, ELLE  
Indonesia Fashion Director

EAT
Grandaisy Bakery
250 West Broadway  
212-334-9435
“There’s a little coffee 
spot and bakery around 
the corner from Spring 
Studios [where Jason Wu, 
Lacoste, and Calvin Klein 
showed last February]. 
That’s a place where you’ll 
see editors all getting their 
coffees at the same time 
[between shows], and if 
you see everyone vacate at 
once, you’re like, ‘Oh crap! 
We have to go!’ ”
—Joann Pailey, ELLE U.S.  
Market Director

Jungsik
2 Harrison Street  
212-219-0900
“I love to go to Jungsik—
it’s Korean fine dining. 
The restaurant has two 
Michelin stars, and they 
usually have one or two 
menus. I really love the 
desserts, and the presen-
tation of dishes [see right] 
is beautiful.”
—Julia Juyeon Kang, ELLE 
Korea Editor-in-Chief

Buvette
42 Grove Street  
212-255-3590
“This French bistro  
is really small and 
charming, and it feels 
very local. It’s kind of our 
secret spot for the Danish 
ELLE team.”
—Laura Lawaetz, ELLE  
Denmark Digital Director 

Charlie Bird
5 King Street  
212-235-7133
“They have a farro salad 
that’s amazing. I could 
eat it nearly every day.  
I love the crunch from 
the pistachios and 
shaved Pecorino. The 
dressing is just perfect: 
super-aromatic thanks 
to the fresh mint!”
—Maria Dueñas Jacobs, ELLE 
U.S. Accessories Director

Fashion editors and other 
industry cognoscenti  
share their NYFW haunts

STAY
The Maritime Hotel
363 West 16th Street  
212-242-4300
The Chelsea-area hotel, 
known for its porthole 
windows and nautical 
theme, recently gained 
an Italian restaurant, La 
Sirena, on its ground floor. 
“It’s located a block from 
our offices, so it’s a great 
place to grab a drink after 
a grueling day of shows.” 
—Hallie Chrisman, Vice Presi-
dent, Public Relations, KCD 
Rooms start around 
$425/night.

The Bowery Hotel
335 Bowery  
212-505-9100 
The Bowery’s posh lobby, 
with velvet couches, 
Persian rugs, and Gatsby 
glamour, is a bustling 
meeting space. “At the 

“This week is 
pure adrenaline. You’re 
pounding the pavement, 
running from place to 

 place, so I try and keep  
mentally calm—that, and 

[carry] an ice-cold  
bottle of water.”

The Kinfolk Store

The Maritime Hotel

Fivestory

Charlie Bird

Buvette

—Kenya Hunt, ELLE UK 
Fashion Features Director

Man Repeller’s  
Leandra Medine 

Models  
Michaela  

Kocianova and 
Vojtova

Model Linda 
Vojtova
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